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ADVICE 



TO' 



YOUNG MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 



Ai 



cS many of you have not .yet had' time to take 
your feats, finoe the difmiffal of your predeceflbrs on 
the queftion of an Union,, it occurred to me that I 
Could not better employ myfelf, now that the nation has 
nothing to agitate ordijlraft it,- than by giving you fome 
inftruitions as to your conduct both in and out of the 
Houfe. The ru!e6 1 ("hall lay down are fimplc and ea- 
ly ; and are fuch as I have uniformly followed myfelf, 
with what fuccefs, you can judge. And fir!}, as to 
your entree-huo the Houfe : Be particular who the mem- 
bers are that introduce you ; they aro your politico?! 
fponfors, that muft anftver for your future faith ; " TeH 
me whom you live with,, and I will tell you what you 
are," is an adage as'true as it is common. Th£ firft im^ 
predion cf your virtue and abilities, will he received 
from your early companions ; and firft imprefltons are 
feldom effaced.' Be careful, therefore, that they are 
men whofe verfutijity of mind, and accommodating dif- 
pofiticns, qualify them to fill evrry fituation, from the 
higheft, to the very hivr/1. You will thus get credit 
foe promifing to be a very uftful character. 

On your' firft introduction, it will be neccflary to 
bow to the chair. As manner often fupplies' the place o£ 
matfer, this ought to be done with a-giace. It will be 
the more neceffary, as no doubt you are difpofed to 
follow Sir Archv Mac Sarcafm's excellent advice, " ftill 
to keep bowing," and "never to ftand upright in the 
prefence of a great man." It will be proper, therefore, 
to take fome Ieffons from a dancing matter ; efpecially 
if you have never learnt before. Not that I mould with 
you to ftudy thefcience profoundly. As far. as it will be 
ufeful to you in your prefent fituation,. you will acquire 
it by degrees ; the attendance, for inftance, which you 
wilt dance at the Cattle, muft be done mafmk pace, 
which you will naturally fall into ; and as to the com- 
mon movements of crofs over, change fides, Sec. you 
will have an opportunity of feeing thefe done with af- 
tonifliing'celerity and eafe, (not to trench upon the me- 
rits of any: other profefior) by one of the firft matters. 
Should you be an admirer of French Jieps, the Secretary 
will foon teach you a few. He lately aftonithed every 
body by his contretemr, and he will flu>rtly,. ir is expect- 
ed, dew you a chaff e\ in an elegant pas. 4t deux, which 



Ke is expected to perform along with his friend the 
Chancellor of tiie Exchequer, to the great delight of 
all fpectators. " 

Wlien^ you have taken the oaths,, and are completely 
inftalled in your office, do not look around like a booby, 
as if at a lofs where to place yourfelf. Nothing gives 
a meaner opinion, of a man's underftanding,. than a 
wavering, undecided conduct.- Determine, therefore, 
at once ; and having done fo, invariably adhere to that 
determination. By thus evincing, that, you come into 
Parliament to act, and not to deliberate, and that you 
have already made up your mind upon, every fubject 
which can by poffibility arife, you will; convince the 
world of the great range of your underftanding, and lb- 
cure yourfelf from all imputation of improper motives; 
which occafionally changing fides might give rife to. 
In point of accommodation, there is little difference be- 
tween' the fides of the Houfe. The right hand being 
always the moft worthy, the Bench on 'the right of the 
chair; > is;-, (if you look for honors) the moft! honorable. 
Befides' it is pfoboble you will be lefs crowded there. 
It is true, this will bring you into contact with his Ma- 
jefty's Minifters, who generally fit on that Bench ; this, 
however, when' fairly confidered, is not To great an ob- 
jection, as might at firft appear ; for tho' it is an old 
and a true faying;" if you handle dirt you will foil 
your fingers," yet ftill they are his Majefty's confiden- 
tial fervants, and " love me, love my dog," (to fay no- 
thing of the bonevjhlch that dog has in his mouth) a fay- 
ing no lefs eftimable. 

Both in and out of the Houfe, be careful to convince 
the world by your manner, that you always Bear in rtiind 
the high/fituatiou you fill — 'that you are aware of the 
great purpofe for which you were appointed — that you 
can account for the neccifity of fiich an appointment— 
and that you are fully fenfible of the particular reafons 
why you, of all' others; fhould be pitched On for the im- 
portant office — >evince your confeioufnefs, therefore, 
that you are a member of the higheft aflcmbly in the 
nation—that youate appointed not only to a£l, but to 
think, for the people — that the neceffity of fuch an ap- 
pointment arifes from the titter incapacity of the people 
to ail or think for themfelves — arid that'j'ou werechofen, 
becaufe in you are concentered all the talents, wifdom, 
. and virtue, of the diftrict you profefs to reprefent. Bfe 
careful on all occafions to manifeft the high fenfe you 
have of your own intellectual powers — beficles the im- 
pofing air of fublimity this will give to your whole de- 
meanour, it will pay a flattering compliment to thofe 
who appointed \ou, by convincing them 'that in your 
fincere opinion, they difplayed great good fenfe and dis- 
crimination in the choice* 
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'Never. take advice, efpcc-ia'lly From thefe who, in 
Vulgar language, are called your conftitoents ; not even 
where their individual 'intereds are exclufively -concern- 
ed, or \t here the fubject falls peculiarly within their 
knowledge. To receive advice, is to acknowledge that 
you can poffibly Hand in need of indruction, and that 
there is fome information which you are yet to acquire. 
Nothing -can be more derogatory from your dignity 
than- this, even where you cannot be -ex peeled to know 
much ; and indeed the lefs you are expected to know, 
the higher opiniotvwill be entertained of the knowledge 
you poffefs, which 'will then be looked upon as intui- 
tive — befides, nothing-evinces a, man's fpi'ri't. more 
than his acting'.in. direct oppofition to the line of his 
duty, efpecially when that duty is fuggeded by thofe 
who may claim a right to ad.vife. 

The power of parliament has. within thefe few days, 
become alrhod proverbial — all things are, at prefent, pof- 
frble to it; you; mud therefore doutly maintain the om- 
nipotence of parliament on all proper occafions — I fay on 
all proper occafions, for it is a two-edged weapon, 
which requires,to be handled with dexterity; — and here! 
mull caution you againd falling into a midake natural to 
yoiihg men without, a knowledge of the world. 1 ' The 
"omnipotence," the " wifdom," the " virtue," the 
" independence," and fuch like of parliament, are 
not to be received by you abfolulely, and without qua- 
lification ; on the contrary, as a- late learned judge 
once obferved, -when endeavouring to reconcile afuitor 
in his court to the names— " rogue, rafcal and knave," 
which had been liberally dealt out to him by counfel on 
the oppofite fide : " Thefe terms are only to be under- 
stood fecundam fubjeftam materiam:'" For inftance, 
fliould any meafure of reform be introduced, fuch as a 
bill for excluding revenue officers from parliament, deny 
the cdm'petency of parliament to make laws which 
•would exclude any particular .individuals from the 
Houfe of Commons, and partially disfranchife- their 
condituents, by fettering that choice which ought to be 
free; maintain too, on fuch occafions, the great virtue, 
the proud fpin't, the exalted fenfe 'of independence of 
parliament, which render fuch a meafure unneceffary; 
exprefs your detedation of :that man who would dare 
with' facrilegious hands to touch a done of fhat venera- 
ble pile, under whofe fhelter " this nation has cxperi r 
enced unexampled profperity," and that too at a fea- 
Jbn when ( the bed condrucled governments in Europe 
have.fallen before the fury of a hurricane; but mould 
it be attempted not partially, but locally, to disfrancbife 
the electors .of Ireland, not merely to fetter their choice, 
but to deprive them of all choice; not to reform the 
parliament, but to exringuifh it for ever; hot to mo- 
dify the 'legislature, but to furrendcr the legislation to 
the crown, or to transfer it to : z foreign nation, and this 
pot merely without the affent, but againd the will of the 
people; then maintain the omnipotence of parliament in 
all its plenitude, villify its pail conduct, blazon its cor- 
ruption, and laugh at Its independence; and whilft you 



maintain the incapacity of the nation to manage its ows 
internal concerns, infill on the prudence and propriety 
of transferring the right to fti angers, who, being indif- 
ferent to its intercfb, can dilbufs them with more cool- 
ncfa, nor dread the imputation of inconfideney in 
maintaining that that alflmbly which is inadequate to 
the common purpoles of internal regulation, is com- 
petent to determine the greateil of all poflible imperial 
quedions ; or that that body which is To dependant and 
focorrupt as to render it imprudent and'unfafe to intrud 
it with the power of legiflating for Ireland, mould yet 
be inverted, with the right to transfer that power to 
others, and intruded to acljuft the ter/m3 o'f the transfer 
with that nation on which it is fo dependent, and by 
which it has been To corrupted. Thefe little inconfid- 
•ehcies are among ihofe eccentricities of mind which 
diflinguifh the man of genius from the practical plodder, 
who never fees an object without noting all its bearings 
anddidances. 

Should you be of the pfofeilion of the Bar, you will 
not want frequent 'opportunities of diftinguifhing your- 
Telf; at no period did great -conditutronal queftions oc- 
cur fo frequently, and on thofe you will be expected and 
prepared to fpeak — the more repugnant the fide you 
maintain is to comr.;ori''vulgar ideas of liberty, or the 
•conftitution, the finer field will you have for the excr- 
xife of your ingenuity ; and whatever effects your elo- 
quence may have on others, it wit!, at lead, convince 
your party that you will go any length to ferve-them ; 
for which, no doubt,, the will fhew Ihvif gratitude.. Be 
fine on thefe occafions ' always to begin your fpeech 
by faying fomcthing of yourfclf, it is a fubject in 
which the world mud be deeply interefted — defcribe 
•your fttuation in life as independent — affert the utmod 
purity of motives, and profefs to fpeak. the honed dic- 
tates of an unbiafTed cohfeiencs ; this will convince 
your party that you have prudence enough to keep their 
Tecret and your owr.. Should your pad conduct, or 
prefent frtuation be fuch that ordinary afll-nions of in- 
dependence will not be attended to,' I have no objection 
-to an appeal to heaven, provided it be made in a fo- 
lemn and imprefSve manner. Thefe little rhetorical 
flourifhcs are very allowable, and have often a pretty 
effect in a fpetch which would otherwifi contain no- 
thing to excite or keep up attention, and therefore they 
ought to be introduced when the yawning of thofe 
•about yon,, or the coughing on the other fide, proclaim 
ennui ', or difgud. 

, When any meafure is attempted by your partv, de- 
ilructiveof the rights of the people, endeavour to find 
a precedent for it, in the proc'eedingVeither of lour own, 
or of fome foreign parliament— no: matter if youiliouicl 
.have to go fo far back as the reign of Edward 3. in 
fcarchof it. There is nothing fo confolatory to a dif- 
fering mind as the reflections that others have differed 
before by the fame means, -and as the parliaments of 
thisand the neighbouring kingdoms have pdffed through 
every inierinesliate.dage between the. mod abject fervili- 



ty, and their present plenitude of power, it cannot be 
difficult to find fuch a precedent in favour of 'any- mea- 
fure. If, for inftahce, a legislative incorporation of the 
iwo kingdoms fhould be before the hbufej, the Scotch 
Union in i 707 prefents an example worthy tobe follow- 
ed by an Irifii parliament in 1799. Let not the diffe- 
rence in the cbnftitutions of the two kingdoms (hock, 
as it might, your underftandi'ng: a parliament .is -a par- 
liament all the world over, no matter how conftituted 
or of whom compofedj ' nor let the time, the place, the 
fituation of the country, or any 'fuch' triflrig circum- 
ftarice, induce you, to withhold fo excellent a precedent. 
" Expedient" and " prudent" are abftract terms, which 
have no relation, to exifting circumftances, and therefore, 
what is expedient and precedent at cine time, in ow place, 
or in one fituation, mull be fo in all. Neither let the 
manner in 'which the Scotch Union was affected, viz. 
by fraud and force, weigh with you — the precedent 
may not be the lefs in point on that account. To thi"> 
you may add the authority of great conftitutional wri- 
ters:.! muft caution you, however, that this is dange- 
rous ground to go on, for unlefs they are garbled with 
judgment, they may. make againft you. .Sir Wm. Black-, 
ftone has been often 'quoted, and with prudent manag- 
ment may be made fomething of; for inftance,. when 
in vol. iff, page 162, he fays, " So long as the conftitution 
lajls we may venture to affirm that the power of parlia- 
ment is abfoluteand withoutcontroul." You have only 
to omit the words, "To long as the conftitution lafts," 
which could feem to infinuate that the, power of parlia- 
ment muil determine with the conftitution on which it 
depend?, and reject the words " we may venture to 
affirm," which, imply a doubt, and then you will have 
the fentence thus — " the power of parliament is abfo- 
lute and without controul,", which will complettly-fcrve 
your purpofe. Some I know may be inclined to adduce 
•as an authority the revolution in 1 688, butt am utterly 
'again ft the moftdiftant allufion to that great event, In 
the firft place, the word ." revolution" would lliock loyal 
minds, and then it would be. argued, (for there are al- 
ways men inclined to put every thing in the worft !i?ht) 
that if vou admit that to have been a revolution which 
didnot alter the conftitution in a finglc tittle, but merely 
changed the perfon cxercifing one of the branches of it, 
by what name will you call an act which caufes the total 
deftruction of the other two? Befides James was de- 
throned for" having endeavoured to fubvert trie ■rcnflitution 
by breaking the original contract" made with the people. 
He was deppfed by the nptjon— -for after he had abdi- 
cated the government, there was then no parliament— 
and therefore. Sir Wm. Blackflcne fays, vol. 1 ft, page 
21 1, that " it was the act of ihcvaticn alone," for, fays 
he, page 212," whenever a queftion arifes between the 
fo.ciety.at large, and any magiftrate veiled with powers 
Originally delegated by, that fqciety, it muft be decided 
by iiie/ociety itfeJf." Add to this, that many might be 
induced to \ -.look into/the Engl iflv common's' journals 
-about that time, in which the principles of Locke arc 
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made the foundation of their proceedings ; principles 
which they might be difpofed to think were exprefsly 
confined by the act of fettlernent, and of which they 
might confider every act of parliament made fmce as 
containing a virtual recognition. I would, therefore, by 
all-means, have you to avoid fo dangerous a fubject with, 
refpect to arguments drawn from the conduct of indivi- 
duals, I do not think much of them. People feem tired 
of hearing of Lord Somers both inland out of the 
houfe; they are not inclined to pin their political faith 
On any one man's fleeve ; and am I much afraid they do 
not fee the analogy as clearly as they ought, between an 
Engiijljman endeavouring to exalt, his oun country, and 
an Iripman contriving to deb aft; his. Befides this would 
introduce a fpirit of argument, which may prove by no 
means favourable', viz. the inferring the nature of the 
act from the character of the actor ; and therefore, when 
it is allied, "would Lord Somers 1 have prepared the 
articles of Union if he had not thought ita cunftituti- 
onal act?" The oppofite party may aik," would Pitt 
have the Union with Ireland fo much at heart if he did 
not think it would contribute to his own aggrandizement, 
and open a fource of- revenue — would the Engl i'ih nation 
deiire it if they did not think they 'would gain by the 
change?" But there is one line of argument which I 
recommend, as it has never been taken yet : many have 
adopted old prejudices whichthey have not yet been able 
to get rid of; filch, as, that parliament is an ernanatiofi 
from the people— -l-hslt its power is a mere delegated truft, 
which it rriuft exercifc upon the terms on which 'it was 
given, and for the benefit of thofe by whom, and for 
whom it was fo given— that to give parliament a ria;ht 
of dcftioying any branch of the conftitution, a right 
'which it denies to the people thcmfelves, is to render the 
creature more powerful than the creator. Now, as they 
are in general very good fort of people who entertain 
'th'efe abfurd notions, and whole feelings onewould not 
wifli to revolt ; when thefe things are advanced," do not 
directly contradict them, but argue from them in favour 
of the fide you fupport; thus, when it isfaid, that by 
deftro'ying parliament you extinguifh 'relaiid as'a nation: 
It is admitted that Ireland owes its exiftehce as a nation 
to parliament, arid' therefore it follows i neeejfiirit'y that 
parliament creates the nation, and not the nation parlia- 
ment; other wife when parliament had abdicated its 
■'functions', there vantld be nothing to prevent the nation, 
'if it furvived, from chufin'g another parliament. Keep 
this ftone 'in yourfieeve for them until the qneftion is 
again ftarted. Not a word,' Sir- Boyle Roche has not 
yet got hold of it. '".-■;: 

Another rule which- 1 would lay down for your con- 
duct is one which, perhaps, you may feel, Tome 'difficul- 
ty in prevailing on ybcrfelf to follow, but which I 
have always looked upon in fo important a- point of 
view, that I cannot help thinking it.tought to be the go- 
•vci;ijing'principle of a young member of parliament- 
whatever you may be offered : as .a return for your paft, 
or earn eft for your future fupport, do not refufe it j it 
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will convince the world that you are thought of confe- 
quence enough to be worth gaining over, and that you 
are poffefled of virtue enough not to act the knave— 
■without temptation. If you are offered money there- 
fore, pocket it and fay no' more. If a place, be it 
ever fo' fn'iall, do not reject it.; the name of a place- 
man gives confequence with the vulgar; befides it is 
ilill a ftep ; arid fhotild you at any time with for fome- 
thing higher, you will be fure to find fomc nobleman 
who withes to provide for a. fiinerannuated fervant, or 
poor relation, and who will affitt in giving you a (hove 
ior his own fake. 

Attach yourfelf to fome great man ; praife him in all 
companies; and if he is attacked, feem to look upo.n 
■yourfelf as his liege-man, bound by tenure, to defend 
him againft his enemies ; this will not fail to come to 
}iis ears. In the houfe take every opportunity- of 
ipeaking to him ;,Jthe people in the gallery' will re- 
mark this intimacy, and will conclude, when, he, is 
makings fome obfervation on the weather, that ha, is 
confulting you about the bufinefs of the day ; this will 
not fail to raife you in their eftimation. When your 
patron fpeaks, be fure to cry "■ hear" — whenever you 
obfervefrom his manner that he thinks he is faying a 
good thing; this will have a double effect ; it will at 
once flatter his vanity, and prevent the other fide from 
liearing, and of courfe from answering what has been 
faid. Should he at any time falter, '..or be at a lofs for a 
■word, be particularly vociferous ; this will give him 
time to recollect himfelf, and muff be wonderfully gra- 
tifying, as it will convince him you aredifpofed to give 
him. credit for a good ; thing before he uttersit. Your 
parliamentary bottle-holders are of infinite ufe. Shouldyour 
patron or indeed any other very great man, afk you to 
dine, be fure not to refufe, but give up every other engage- 
ment ; you will beamply repaid for the confcioiis infe- 
riority you will feel there by the fuperior confequence 
it willgiveyou with your equals. When in company 
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■with the latter talk of Lord C- 
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they were your moft intimate companions; and when 
repeating any thing which you may have overheard one 
great-man fay to another, take care to let it be thought 
that it was particularly addiefled to you. If any intend- 
ed meafure of government is talked of, of which you 
Jtnow nothing but from the newfpapers, Jook wife and 
myfterious— obferve that " the accounts in circulation 
are very erroneous" — that " the thing is not generally 
Icnown"- — that " it is merely whifpercd at the caille." 
And if another ventures to talk on the fubject fmile at 
Iiim contemptuoufly, and iVug your moulders; by 
thefe means you' will getcredit" for all the knowledge of 
a cabinet courtfellor. 

There are many other, rules which I could lay down 
for your conduct, but thefe are enough for the prefent. 
By following them implicitly, I have little doubt of your 
being able to raife yourfelf in time to that proud iltua- 
tion which I now enjoy— that of 

AN OLD HACK. 



EVIFAV of pictures in the exhibition lately open- 
ed in College-green. 

No. I. St. George fighting St. Patrick — This is a 
good painting; the figure of St. Patrick highly fpirited, 
but the attitude of St. George not perfectly correct. 
The drapery and armour ridiculoufly modern, and the 
«/?«*£ abfurdly violated ; fothat St. George has nothing 
of the champion. about him, but.the name ; the paint- 
er has feized the point of time when St. Patrick has had 
the belt of it,, and his adverfary has retired to prime. 
r No. II. Twogroupes, (each 103) vying to get over 
a Trench, which lies between them. A figure ftrongly 
refembling R. A— — d — 11, Efq; appears to,have juil 
adcomplifhcd it by a bounce. 

No. III. A portrait of Lord Cafller-eagh mourning 
over the lofs of a friend who was convinced in the late- 
debate. He holds in his hand a fatire of Horace, fet to 
mufic, Hoc.erat in votis ; and appears to ling it tori 
plaintive air. Atranflation lies on the. floor beginning 
thus — Shepherds I have lofl a -vote. 
:. No. IV. A groupe of Dutch merchants at Japan, 
purchafing commercial privileges, by trampling upon the 
crofs. , ...it,-.. '■■,-. , ■ 

No. V. The companion of the former. The D'oyer 
Hundred of Cork, figning an Addrefs for the Union. 
There is much inttrcft in thefe pieces, - but very little 
fpirlt. They evidently are of the famefchoo' 



CHEAP DRESSING— fuggefted to a Lawyer of great 
weight, who reminds us of promotion, and the 
wools'Ack. 



OUR gown you receiv'dat the" Minifter's hands, 
'Caufe you ftrove to fupply the whole nation with b and s. 
Buy nought but a wig — for your tongue you so wag,' 
Attornies and Clients will give you tik bag. 

SOLOMON SHAVER 



SLAVE TRADE. 



TO be fold one hundred and four Negroes, perfect- 
ly qualified for any fervile work. They are of a 
very fine colour, being jet black from head to foot, as 
has been pronounced on a late infpection. As they are, 
however, unfound in constitution, they will be fold 
cheap. Application to be made to their Mafter, at 
Downing-ftreet, or to the Driver, at the corner of the 
Upper Cattle Yard. 

N. B. It is expected that they may thrive when re- 
moved to any foreign ifland, as .they are obferved to 
have had ho attachment to their native country, and 
therefore it is not to be apprehended that they will pine 
away after it, as African Slaves do ufually. 



S>uWin : primes ?g 3[atWS Zgwxt, 45, CoIlege*gwit. 



